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Marijuana Use and Illegal Drug Availability

In 2019, about 22 percent of students in grades 9–12 reported that illegal drugs were 
offered, sold, or given to them on school property during the previous 12 months. 

This indicator uses data from the Youth Risk Behavior 
Surveillance System (YRBSS) to examine the percentage 
of students in grades 9–12 who reported they had used 
marijuana during the previous 30 days. Adolescent 
marijuana use has been associated with lower academic 
performance1,2 and a higher risk of dropping out of 

high school.3 Considering the school context directly, this 
indicator then examines the percentage of students who 
reported they had been offered, sold, or given an illegal 
drug on school property in the 12 months preceding the 
survey. 

Figure 1. Percentage of students in grades 9–12 who reported using marijuana at least one time during the previous 30 days, by 
sex: Selected years, 2009 through 2019

     






















NOTE: Estimates do not include the use of synthetic marijuana. 
SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Division of Adolescent and School Health, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS), 2009 through 2019. 
See Digest of Education Statistics 2020, table 232.40.

In 2019, about 22 percent of students in grades 9–12 
reported using marijuana at least 1 time during the 
previous 30 days (ranging from 10 percent in Utah to 
29 percent in the District of Columbia).4,5 This included 
about 8 percent of students who reported using marijuana 
1 or 2 times during the previous 30 days, 10 percent 
who reported using marijuana 3 to 39 times during the 
previous 30 days, and 4 percent who reported using 
marijuana 40 or more times during the previous 30 days. 

The overall percentage of students who reported using 
marijuana at least 1 time during the previous 30 days in 
2019 was not measurably different from the percentage 
in 2009 (21 percent). Similarly, there was no measurable 
difference in reported marijuana use between these 
years for male students (22 percent in 2019). However, 

the percentage of female students who reported using 
marijuana at least 1 time during the previous 30 days was 
higher in 2019 than in 2009 (21 vs. 18 percent). 

In 2009 and 2011, a higher percentage of male students 
than of female students in grades 9–12 reported using 
marijuana at least 1 time during the previous 30 days in. 
Since 2013, there has been no measurable difference in 
the percentages of males and females that reported using 
marijuana at least 1 time during the previous 30 days. 
However, male and female students differed in their 
reported frequency of use. Specifically, in 2019, a higher 
percentage of males (5 percent) than of females (3 percent) 
reported using marijuana 40 or more times during the 
previous 30 days. 
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Figure 2. Percentage of students in grades 9–12 who reported using marijuana at least one time during the previous 30 days, by 
race/ethnicity and grade: 2019

 



























    





























! Interpret data with caution. The coefficient of variation (CV) for this estimate is between 30 and 50 percent.
NOTE: Estimates do not include the use of synthetic marijuana. Race categories exclude persons of Hispanic ethnicity. Although rounded numbers are displayed, figures 
are based on unrounded percentages.
SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Division of Adolescent and School Health, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS), 2019. See Digest of 
Education Statistics 2020, table 232.40. 

Considering marijuana use in 2019 by race/ethnicity, 
there was no measurable difference in the percentage 
of students who reported using marijuana at least 1 time 
during the previous 30 days among White, Black, and 
Hispanic students (22 percent each). These percentages 
were all higher than the percentage of Asian students 
(9 percent) and lower than the percentage of students 
of Two or more races (28 percent) who reported using 
marijuana. In addition, a higher percentage of American 
Indian/Alaska Native students (34 percent) than of Pacific 

Islander students (14 percent) or Asian students reported 
using marijuana at least once in the previous 30 days. 

When marijuana use is examined by grade level, a lower 
percentage of 9th-graders (15 percent) than of 10th-graders 
(20 percent) reported using marijuana at least 1 time 
during the previous 30 days, and both percentages were 
lower than the percentages for 11th- and 12th-graders 
(25 and 28 percent, respectively). 
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Figure 3. Percentage of students in grades 9–12 who reported using marijuana at least one time during the previous 30 days, by 
number of times and sexual identity: 2019

  

  

























 





! Interpret data with caution. The coefficient of variation (CV) for this estimate is between 30 and 50 percent. 
NOTE: Estimates do not include the use of synthetic marijuana. Students were asked which of the following—“heterosexual (straight),” “gay or lesbian,” “bisexual,” or “not 
sure”—best described them. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. Although rounded numbers are displayed, figures are based on unrounded percentages. 
SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Division of Adolescent and School Health, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS), 2019. See Digest of 
Education Statistics 2020, table 232.50.

In 2019, a higher percentage of gay, lesbian, or bisexual 
students (31 percent) than of heterosexual students 
(21 percent) and students who were not sure about their 
sexual identity (19 percent) reported using marijuana at 
least 1 time during the previous 30 days.6 Moreover, higher 
percentages of gay, lesbian, or bisexual students than 
of heterosexual students reported using marijuana 1 to 
2 times (11 vs. 8 percent), 3 to 39 times (14 vs. 10 percent), 
and 40 or more times (6 vs. 4 percent) during the previous 

30 days. In contrast, although a higher percentage of 
gay, lesbian, or bisexual students than of students who 
were not sure about their sexual identity reported using 
marijuana 3 to 39 times during the previous 30 days 
(14 vs. 8 percent), there was no measurable difference 
between these groups in the percentage that reported 
using marijuana 1 to 2 times or 40 or more times in the last 
30 days.
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Figure 4. Percentage of students in grades 9–12 who reported that illegal drugs were made available to them on school property 
during the previous 12 months, by sex: Selected years, 2009 through 2019

     






















NOTE: Students were asked if anyone offered, sold, or gave them an illegal drug on school property during the previous 12 months. “On school property” was not defined 
for respondents. 
SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Division of Adolescent and School Health, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS), 2009 through 2019. 
See Digest of Education Statistics 2020, table 232.70.

In the YRBSS, students in grades 9–12 were asked whether 
someone had offered, sold, or given them an illegal drug 
(also referred to as “illegal drugs were made available 
to them” in this indicator) on school property in the 
12 months preceding the survey.7 In 2019, about 22 percent 
of students in grades 9–12 reported that illegal drugs were 
made available to them on school property (ranging from 
13 percent in Colorado to 31 percent in California).8 There 
was no measurable difference between 2009 and 2019 in 
the percentage of students who reported that illegal drugs 
were made available to them on school property. 

Between 2009 and 2015, a higher percentage of male than 
of female students reported that illegal drugs were offered, 
sold, or given to them on school property (ranging from 
24 to 29 percent for male students, and 19 to 22 percent 
for female students). However, in 2017 and 2019, there 
was no measurable difference in the percentage of males 
and females who reported that illegal drugs were made 
available to them on school property. 



The Condition of Education 2021   |   5 

Chapter:	 2/Preprimary, Elementary, and Secondary Education 
Section:	 School Crime and Safety

Marijuana Use and Illegal Drug Availability

Figure 5. Percentage of students in grades 9–12 who reported that illegal drugs were made available to them on school property 
during the previous 12 months, by selected student characteristics: 2019

 



































    



































! Interpret data with caution. The coefficient of variation (CV) for this estimate is between 30 and 50 percent. 
1 Students were asked which of the following—“heterosexual (straight),” “gay or lesbian,” “bisexual,” or “not sure”—best described them. 
NOTE: Students were asked if anyone offered, sold, or gave them an illegal drug on school property during the previous 12 months. “On school property” was not defined 
for respondents. Race categories exclude persons of Hispanic ethnicity. 
SOURCE: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Division of Adolescent and School Health, Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System (YRBSS), 2019. See Digest of 
Education Statistics 2020, table 232.70.

There were some differences in the percentages of 
students who reported that illegal drugs were offered, 
sold, or given to them on school property by race/
ethnicity, grade level, and sexual identity. In 2019, higher 
percentages of students of Two or more races (28 percent) 
and Hispanic students (27 percent) reported that illegal 
drugs were offered, sold, or given to them on school 
property, compared with Black students (21 percent) and 
White students (20 percent); all these percentages were 
higher than the percentage of Asian students (14 percent). 

The percentage of students who reported that illegal 
drugs were made available to them on school property 
was higher for 10th-graders than for 12th-graders (24 vs. 
20 percent). Additionally, a higher percentage of gay, 
lesbian, or bisexual students (30 percent) than of students 
who were not sure about their sexual identity (24 percent) 
and students who were heterosexual (21 percent) reported 
that illegal drugs were made available to them on school 
property in 2019. 
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